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Derpddagogische Spatz. 
Von den Examen. 
Pi-pip! Nun nab* ich sie wieder geseh'n, 
Die Buben all und die Madehen, 
Im Sonntagsstaate und weisheitsschwer ! 
Und alles ging, wie am Radchen, 
Scharf blitzte des Lehrers Auge im 

Kreis, 
Die Eltern nickten und fliisterten leis, 
Es gahnte der Herr Visitator. 



Pi-pip! Nicht alles, was aufmarschiert, 
Schien mir nach Echtheit zu schmecken; 
Oft musste der Schein den wahrenStand, 
Das Wort die Sache verdeeken! 
Mich wundert, dass auf so leichte Art, 
Man Eltern und Schulbehorden n . . . — 
Ein Spatz sogar konnte es merken — Pi- 
pip! 
( Schweizerische Sehulzeitung. ) 



Bucherschau. 



I. BLicherbesprechungen. 



The English language. An Introduc- 
tion to the Principles which Govern its 
Right Use by Frederick Manley and W. 
N. Haihnann. Boston, C. C. Birchard & 
Co., 1903. 

Considering the hundreds of gram- 
mars, that have been and are being 
thrown upon the educational market, 
one is apt to look with suspicion on the 
author who launches the, latest and best, 
language book upon the sea of text 
books for our common schools. 

The authors of the "English Lan- 
guage" need make no apology for their 
appearance in the world of "Gram- 
mars"; their faculty of inserting the 
worn-out, dry-as-dust "grammar" of the 
old school-master, with new life und re- 
freshing interest will make their publi- 
cation welcome to the teachers as well 
as to the student. 

Technical grammar has wisely been 
introduced rather sparingly and inci- 
dentally, but, instead the authors have 
seen fit to introduce a laree number of 
practical exercise tending to stimulate 
the student to thought and awaken in 
him a feeling for the beautiful in our 
language. 

One may take issue with the authors 
regarding the emphasis placed upon the 
philosophy of language and the psycho- 
logy of thought expression in a text 
book intended for the use of pupils in 
grammar grades, but the manner in 
which their intentions have been carried 
out is surprisingly interesting and lucid. 

Another very strong feature of the 
book is its refined literary and poetic 
tone. At every turn the learner meets 
with extracts from standard authors, 
making the exercises inspiring and sti- 
mulating and adding unto its value as 
an introduction to the study of the best 
in English literature. 



The closing pages are devoted to 
"Composition"; a most excellent treatise 
on this most important, and at the same 
time most difficult part of the work of 
the practical teacher of English. 

The book presents many new ideas both 
as to matter and method; it is distinct- 
ively poetical, it has a lofty purpose and 
its authors have not once swerved from 
the course in the accomplishment of 
their aim. 

The Laurel Primer. By Wm. N. Hail- 
man. Published by C. C. Birchard & Co. 

The first thing that strikes the reader 
of „The Laurel Primer" is the unusual 
form of the book, it being much larger 
and more elaborately gotten up than the 
ordinary school-book. A wealth of il- 
lustrations, — pictures descriptive of 
the life of children, is a strong feature 
of the new primer. The illustrations by 
Marie Estelle Tufts emphasize the 
thought contained in the text, and in 
many cases the printed and written texts 
are inserted by the picture thus bringing 
the word and the thing it stands for into 
close and proper proximity. Mr. Hail- 
man is to be congratulated on the clever 
manner in which he combines the best 
elements of various methods of teaching 
reading — the "sentence method, word 
method", and the old, old spelling met- 
hods are brought into service in this new 
book. "Alliteration", a prominent char- 
acteristic of the earliest literature of our 
race is a strong feature of Mr. Hailman's 
text. Possibly to much stress has been 
laid upon "alliterativ phrases" as to sac- 
rifice an easy and natural flow of words 
in the first lessons. Choice bits of chil- 
dren's literature, jingles from Mother 
Goose and other "rhymes" lend an extra 
charm to this altogether novel publica- 
tion. 



